Statement On $14 Billion Shortfall in Five-Year
MTA Capital Rebuilding Plan
July 22, 2015
Governor Cuomo and legislative leaders did not find the time in 2015 - so far - to debate transit
funding during the regular legislative session. As a result, the MTA may end up $14 billion short
of its basic needs, such as new subway cars, buses, track and signals.
What did Albany spend its time on in 2015 instead? Amazingly, dogs, cats and frogs
received more attention than city subway and bus riders and suburban commuters.
Don't believe me? Then let's take this three-question quiz.
Alert: You get as much time to answer the questions as your riders get to board a Lexington Ave
4, 5 or 6 at rush hour.
First question: In mid-June, the New York State Senate designated the wood frog as the official
state frog. Supporters said the aim was to: (1)
a) shift the focus in Albany from City rent law battle;
b) follow in the foot steps of the state worm; or
c) rely heavily on lobbying by third graders.
Second question: While both houses of the Legislature would let dogs in outdoor cafes, it
prohibited them from being on restaurant chairs, benches, or seats. How will this be enforced?
(2)
Third question: In mid-June, Albany passed legislation designating: (3)
a) the service dog as the official dog of New York State;
b) the service cat as the official cat of New York State; or
c) the New York State Legislature as the official Legislature of the State of New York.
This quiz makes it crystal clear why we desperately need Governor Andrew Cuomo’s leadership
to win better transit along with the leadership of the New York State Senate and New York State
Assembly.
———————————
(1) S.4103 - Answer: C
(2) A.5956 - Answer: Constant Prayer
(3) A.2756 - Answer: A
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